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More than 80 parishioners 
flocked to the Thomas House 
(formerly the rectory for St. 
Thomas Aquinas Parish) on 
the evening of June 19.  The 
STA Site Committee hosted a 
festive Italian supper, pre-
ceded by antipasto and bever-
ages. Folks toured the main 
and second floors of the house 
before heading down to the 
basement hall for dinner. 

Billed as a fundraising event, 
the dinner raised just over 
$1,000 and served to introduce 
the plans for the house to those 
who attended.  The funds will 
augment 
the amount 
allocated 
by the par-
ish for the 
remodeling 
of the Tho-
mas 
House. 
 

The menu was a real hit:  
homemade marinara sauces 
(meat and vegetarian) served 
over either polenta or spa-
ghetti, salad, bread, and deli-
cious Italian spumoni ice 
cream for dessert.  No-host 
beer and wine were available.  
Red, 
white 
and 
green 
bal-
loons 
stated 
the 
Italian 
theme.   
 
Event workers included chefs 
Ted Baer and Jerry 
Martinson, ticket sales coor-
dinator Helen Baumann, and 
Christina Anaya, Anna Jak-
litsch, and Kay Williams 
in charge of decorations, 
logistics and publicity, 
respectively.  On site as-
sistance was provided by 
Mary Martinson, Becky 
Baer, Maureen Jordan, 

Celia Moreno, An-
thony Christen, Zach 
Baer, and bartenders 
Ed Zurawell, Jim 
Woolover and Joe Kin-
sella. 
 
Evidence that the Tho-
mas House needs serious 
upgrades to the electrical 

system (in addition to the 
plumbing and heating) was 
the creative adaptation nec-
essary to keep the food hot 
until it was served.  Ted and 
Jerry cooked the sauces, po-
lenta and spaghetti in the 
Seton School kitchen.  Then 
a generator had to be rented 
to power the warmers on the 
buffet table in the Thomas 
House basement hall, with 

the power lines snaking 
through the basement win-
dows to provide the juice for 
the warming pans!  It was 
quite a feat! 
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The Merton Center is sponsoring 
Sr. Kathleen P. Deignan, CND, 
PhD, theologian, sacred song-
writer, scholar and author in a 
retreat on eco-theology, celebrat-
ing the environmental spirituality 
of Thomas Merton and Thomas 
Berry. The retreat is at Presenta-
tion Center in Los Gatos, Cali-
fornia on Saturday, September 
11, with registration at 9 a.m. 
followed by the program from 
9:30 to 5 p.m. Sr. Kathleen will 
introduce Thomas Berry, a 
scholar, cultural historian, ecolo-
gist and Catholic priest and will 
also present a dialog between 
Merton and Berry on healing the 
natural world.  
Cost is $35 including lunch.  
Register with payment by Aug. 
13: annajak@accesscom.com, or 
call Anna Jaklitsch at (650) 327-
0978 (leave message--please 
spell your first and last name, 
address, phone number and 
email address). 
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Baptism day:  
 
 
 

Ethan Wei Laster, 15 months, points towards his parents, 
Tom and Emily Laster, before entering the church on July 
18.  He was baptized during the 10:30 Mass. 
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Introducing…Operation Z.W.I.P.!  
Did you know that our parish is pay-
ing $2,500 per month to the city just 
to pick up the trash from the three 
church sites? This is about to change. 
 

In accordance with our Christian 
mandate to protect God’s creation, 
and in response to the city’s “Zero 
Waste Program”, a group of JustFaith 
alumni is instituting Operation 
ZWIP—Zero Waste is Possible.  
 

By the date of the church picnic, Oct 
3, we hope to reduce our “carbon 
footprint” by having all sites sort 
their trash into Recyclables, Com-
postables, and Garbage.  
 

In the weeks to come, volunteers at 
all three sites will work to set up in-
door trash sorting systems and help 
the parish transfer to the use of recy-
clable or compostable utensils, cups, 
and plates.  On average, 42% of the 
trash we throw out can be recycled or 
composted.  By sorting our trash, we 
can reduce collection fees!  

Hackberry tree report: 
Canopy, the 
non-profit 
dedicated to 
the urban for-
est, reported 
that the three 
city-planted 
hackberry 
trees along-
side the Homer Street parking 
strip next to STA are in good 
shape after their first year—
except for the suckers at the 
base. 
The STA Site Committee invites 
interested gardeners to apply for 
the position of STA Garden An-
gel.  Plans are drawn up for the 
Homer St. side garden.  Volun-
teers are ready to get the planting 
done. .Contact Helen Baumann 
at 327-9236. 

STA Interior Committee: 
Committee members John Arnold and 
Judy Foley met with an architect who 
is checking with the city to see what is 
needed permit-wise for the rebuilding 
of the altar platform area. When that 
construction is approved and sched-
uled, the committee will have to select 
the carpet.  There are still many steps 
to take before that point is reached, but 
the committee is ready. 

Solomon Garrido answered the call for 
a volunteer who is knowledgeable 
with Photoshop. With his help, we will 
be able to visualize different paint and 
carpet colors and how they might look 
in the interior of STA. 
 

The next meeting of the committee 
will be held in August, date TBD.  
Please contact Judy Foley for informa-
tion: Judy Foley, 322-8650, 
judybertchfoley@yahoo.com. 

Thomas House plans: 

Revised plans for the remodeling of the Tho-
mas House are being prepared by architect Lee 
Lippert.  He was delayed by family emergen-
cies from timely submission of plans to the City 
of Palo Alto.  The STA committees involved in 
plan review meet on July 29 at 10:00 a.m. in 
the Parish Office. 


