
News from the  Mass com-
munities: 
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STA Site Committee plans: 
Monthly Meeting: 
4th (or 5th) Wednesday in Thomas 
House basement 
NEXT MEETING: 
Wed. Nov. 26  7:30-9:00 p. m.  
Agenda (tentative): 
   Interior of church 
   Report from Thomas House Task    

Force 
Monthly newsletter: 

Sunday before 4th (or 5th) 
Wednesday 
Editors: Kay Williams, 650-328-
2781, kaywill@pacbell.net 
Jane Bahr, 650-967-8246, 
Bahrjunior@comcast.net 

November 23, 2008 
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Step by step on Thomas House Rehab: 
Since the last time we updated 
you in these pages, the parish's 
Thomas House project team has 
been working on developing a 
contract with the chosen archi-
tectural firm, Lippert & Lippert, 
that embodies all the require-
ments set out in our Request for 
Proposal and is acceptable to all 
parties. Lippert & Lippert sub-
mitted a draft contract in Octo-
ber, which has been reviewed 
by the parish project team, sent 
back for revisions, submitted 
again, sent forward to the di-
ocesan offices for review, sent 
back to the architect for further 
revisions and clarifications... 
well, you get the idea. That's 
the process we're still in the 
middle of. 
 
As an additional source of de-
lay, the architect experienced an 
illness in his family that neces-
sitated time away from the of-

fice, and then departed on a 
long-planned vacation in 
mid-November that will 
keep him out of the office 
until after Thanksgiving. 
So it seems inevitable that 
no contract will be signed, 
and no design work will 
start, until sometime in 
December or perhaps even 
January. It's disappointing 
to watch the schedule slip 
like this -- there are no two 
ways about it. 
 
Since consulting with an 
historical architect comes 
early the the timeline, the 
Project Team contacted the 
firm recommended by Lip-
pert & Lippert to see if we 
could move ahead before 
the main contract is final-
ized. It turned out that he'll 
be able to do some general 
preliminary research, but 

unfortunately, more detailed 
work will have to await Mr. 
Lippert's return. 
 
We'll do our best to keep you 
informed with news each 
month via Steeple Talk. Mean-
while, if you have questions or 
concerns you'd like to voice, 
feel free to contact our two 
Site members of the Project 
Team, Bob March 
(bob.march@gmail.com, 493-
6921) or Tom McKay 
(tmckay1@sbcglobal.net, 322-
9598). 

Helen and Carl met in campus ministry at the Univer-
sity of Washington Newman Center in 1950, and 
ministry has been part of their lives ever since.  For 
Helen this has included activities as Spiritual Director 
through the Jesuit Retreat House, serving on the 
Board of Catholic Charities of San Jose, working 
with Fr. Hester in Hospital Ministry, and currently 
shopping for and packaging Adopt a Chaplain “Care 
Packages” to be distributed to service men and 
women through our adopted chaplain, Fr.Tim Meier.  
Along the way she earned a Masters degree in Ap-
plied Theology from the Graduate Theological Union 
at Berkeley, and with Carl, raised five children. 
Carl, for many years served on the Board of the Na-
tional Council of Catholic Laity and was also the 
spiritual director for numerous Cursillos in our dio-
cese.  Thirty years ago, in 1979, he was ordained a 
Deacon.  He continues in this capacity, conducting 
monthly Baptismal Cathechesis, and a weekly Com-
munion Service followed by fellowship at Casa Olga. 

It is no surprise to 
those of us who 
have heard him 
preach that giving 
homilies is one of 
Carl’s favorite 
activities. A week 
ago we were privi-
leged to hear his 
powerful sermon 

against the Death Penalty! 
Both Helen and Carl want all of us to know how 
much being part of this parish community-for 
some 40 years - has meant to them.  To them it is 
in community where people share and celebrate 
not only their faith, but also everything, good and 
bad, that is important in life. Faith, and fellowship- 
over-coffee after daily Mass is what gets them out 
of bed!  We thank them for their presence among 
us.  



The Site Committee for St. Thomas Aquinas Church 

is charged with the responsibility to represent the 

needs of this site to the Pastoral Stewardship Council 

of St. Thomas Aquinas Parish.  These responsibilities 

generally include issues of building and grounds 

maintenance, use of the buildings and grounds, and 

site specific liturgies and celebrations.  Site committee 

meetings are held the 4th Wednesday of the month in 

the basement hall of the Thomas House. 

 

Contact:  Helen Baumann, 327-9236 

hbbaumann@aol.com 
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Bike racks needed: 

STA Site Committee continues to seek suggestions, 
requests, and correspondence: 
Helen Baumann (327-9236) hbbaumann@aol.com 
Kay Williams (328-2781)kaywill@pacbell.net 
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On November 5 the STA Interior committee met.  Those present were John 
Arnold, Bob Foley, Judy Foley and Bill Voorhees.  We are still in the gather-
ing mode of collecting information from all sources regarding the work that 
has been done to the church and work that needs to be done.  We have gone to 
the city of Palo Alto to research permits for work done on the church in the 
past and also have gone through the files at our main office to note work that 
was done.  The building is already a Class 2 historical structure. 
Bill Voorhees and Judy Foley met with Carol Brown and Micky Martin of 
OLR to gain insight on how they approached their remodeling.  They stressed 
the importance of having committee members from all Masses.  We welcome 
anyone interested in this project to be part of our committee.  Our next meet-
ing is December 10 at 7:30 pm at the home of Judy Foley, 1927 Emerson 
Street, Palo Alto, tel: (650) 322-8650. 
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STA had thirty volunteer forms turned in from all four Mass communities as a 
result of the Time and Talent presentations on Sunday, October 12.  All the 
new volunteers have been contacted.  Members of all of our mass communities 
enjoyed coffee and Hobee’s coffee cake and fruit while taking advantage of the 
chance to meet and mingle.  Everyone seemed to have a good time.  We want 
to thank all those who helped make the day such a success! 
This is the first year in which T&T has been held on separate Sundays at each 
of the parish sites.  At the recent Pastoral Stewardship Council meeting re-
sponses to this idea were consistently favorable.  We want to invite your feed-
back.  What did you like, what did you not like about the event?  Should we do 
it again?  Should we  try to have a “hospitality Sunday” once a month?  Quar-
terly? for special occasions?  Do you have suggestions for doing it better? 

STA Church, with its appealing Victorian 
Gothic style, is a popular site for wed-
dings.  Recent nuptials include the mar-
riage  of Nga Nguguen and Roberto 
Nuceia in October, and the marriage of 
Margarita Lomontan and Brian Anderson 
in November.   
 
The Parish Annual Report has won 
praise from the Diocese.  Fr. George tells 
us that ours is the only parish that presents-
such an in-depth report.  Kudos to the team 
that prepared it.  The Communications 
committee seeks your feed-back.  Contact 
Nichole Kahn, khan.nichole@gmail.com. 
 
Day-of-the-Dead  altar.  Have you had a 
chance to observe this altar?  It was pre-
pared by the Liturgy Committee of the 
TMC/8:45 Mass Committee for use by all 
who worship at St. Thomas Aquinas 
church.  It is designed to respect the Mexi-
can tradition of honoring those we have 
loved and lost to death in a way that re-
flects the Catholic belief that they continue 
in a very real way to be with us. 

Emanuel and December opportunities: 
The coming month offers many ways in 
which we can help bring God’s love to 
earth.  There will be a Giving Tree in the 
back of the church  where you can take a 
tag and replace it with the toy or gift 
named on the tag.  You can take part in 
the Adopt-a-Family program, where you, 
alone or with friends, adopt an entire fam-
ily and purchase specific age-appropriate 
gifts for each member of the family.  Con-
tact George Chippendale , grchippen-
dale@yahoo.com, or by phone (650) 856-
6350.  And you can continue to bring food 
for those in need during this cold season. 
 
Christmas decorating at STA is tradi-
tionally arranged by the Liturgy Commit-
tee of the TMC/8:45 Mass Community.  
All able-bodied interested people who 
worship here are welcome to participate.  
Contact John Arnold, (650) 325-1421, 
jsaoso@earthlink.net, or Sally Benson, 
(408) 972-5843, red5@svpal.org. 
 
 

As we mentioned in an earlier issue, more peo-
ple are biking to church and need safe harbor 
for bikes during Mass.  The picture shows the 
current parking situation.  The Site Committee 
is interested in accommodations that would 
encourage more people to ride.  Jim Thalmann 
has done considerable research on bike racks, 
and parish Administrator, Chuck Tully, has 
agreed that something needs to be done.  Jim is 
working to come up with a specific proposal, 
and we hope to have something in the not too 
distant future.  We are looking at putting a new 
bike rack behind the church in the area of the 
dumpster.  Anyone who has any ideas or would 
like to help with this is encouraged to contact 
Jim at jimt@myway.com or Helen Baumann at 
hbbaumann@aol.com or (650) 327-9236. 


