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a list of potential contractors 
that the diocese provided. Lee 
said we need to concern our-
selves with the selection of a 
contractor who has done re-
modeling in a historical build-
ing before. He pointed out that 
care must be used to preserve 
the historical atmosphere of 
the building and not use  
methods that would destroy 
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The Thomas House Project 
Team met with the parish 
Building and Maintenance 
Committee and with project 
architect Lee Lippert on No-
vember 19.   
 

Lee was advised that he 
should give the Project 
Team a chance to review 
final plans and drawings 
before they go to the City.   
 

The committee advised Lee 
that three parts of the overall 
project were to be designed 
and costed but would only 
be alternates to be invoked 
when the results of the par-
ish wide fund raising cam-
paign was known. Based on 
the Finance Committee’s  
ceiling of cost set at $450K, 
it was estimated that to in-
clude all three of the alterna-
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tives would require raising ap-
proximately $63K. The alterna-
tives are: Changes to the base-
ment, modifications to the first 
floor fireplace and the refur-
bishment of the first floor 
kitchen. If contributions fall 
short of the desired $63K then 
the alternatives would be 
looked at on an individual ba-
sis. 
 

The committee was also told 
that the parish wide fund raising 
campaign would be headed up 
by the STA Site Committee and 
would start in May 2010.  It 
was agreed that the project 
should proceed as scheduled 
with contractor selection from 
now thru January and construc-
tion start on 1 Feb. 
 

Contractor selection was briefly 
discussed and Chuck passed out 

It took a team of eight vol-
unteers working for 2-1/2 
hours this week to transform 
the church sanctuary from 
its spare Advent décor to the 
lavishness enjoyed by all on 
Christmas Eve and Day.  In 
addition, the hanging of the 
garlands and delivery of the 
tree by the parish staff added 
another couple of hours to 
the total person-hours in-
volved—adding up roughly 
to 20+ hours total to bring 

 Christmas visual bounty to 
our church.   
Many thanks to those anony-
mous donors who brought 
evergreens and left them for 
the decorating team.  The 
parish provides the bulk of 
the poinsettias and the tree 
and garlands; extra flowers 
are contributed by the Tho-
mas Merton Center Liturgy 
Committee.  
[See page 2 for another view 
of the decorating action.] 
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             (continued on page 2.) 
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STA Interior Committee mem-
bers John Arnold, Bill Voorhees 
and Judy Foley met with pastor 
Fr. George Aranha in early De-
cember to keep him up to date on 
the projects at STA. They went 
through each project and he in-
terjected some ideas. The com-
mittee will meet with the parish 
Building and Maintenance com-
mittee on Jan. 28th to go over 
the projects with them. With 
their help, the projects can be 
prioritized. They  will be con-
centrating on the cosmetic 
changes to the interior of the 
church—looking primarily at 
painting options and a change in 
carpeting.  Since the plan calls 
for making the altar platform 
safer for all, a new carpet will be 
necessary. 
The next meeting is Jan. 20th at 
7:30 PM at St. Albert the Great 
meeting room. All are welcome.  
 

         —Judy Foley, 322-8650 
           judybertchfoley@yahoo.com  
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The Solemnity Of Mary (New Year's Day) 
Friday, January 1, 12:00 noon 
Sung Mass in Latin 
Cristóbal de Morales, Missa Caça 
 

Epiphany 
Sunday, January 3, 12:00 noon 
Sung Mass in Latin 
Orlando di Lasso, Missa sesquialtera 
 

The Baptism of Christ 
Sunday, January 10, 12:00 noon 
Sung Mass in Latin 
Tonás Luis de Victoria, Missa O magnum mys-
terium 
 

Candlemas 
Monday evening, February 1, 8:00 p.m. 
Candlelight procession and Sung Mass in Latin, 
details to be announced. 
 

Ash Wednesday 
Wednesday evening, February 17, 8:00 p.m. 
Latin Mass in Gregorian chant with distribution 
of ashes. 
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any of the historical interior of the 
building. Lee will provide a list of 
contractors who have done construc-
tion in a historical environment. 
 

It was pointed out that the diocese 
requires that the contractors have 
business systems in place like work-
men’s comp, insurance, bonding and 
they must pay a prevailing wage to 
employees. The financial impact on 
the total cost to insure a prevailing 
wage may or may not be significant. 
 
 

Parish business manager Chuck Tully 
and Rick Barry, chair of the Finance 
Committee, met with the Diocesan 
Building and Maintenance Commit-
tee on December 17th. The ½ hour 
meeting updated the Diocese on the 
progress of the Thomas House, and 
the current plans were reviewed. The 
Committee will recommend to the 
Bishop that the project proceed and 
will send Chuck some names of con-
tractors that were mentioned at the 
meeting.    
       —Excerpted from notes by Bud McKenna  
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Vicki Sullivan and Helen 
Baumann met with Arlen Hagen, 
the parish Master Gardener, and 
he reviewed the planting plans for 
the garden strip alongside the 
Homer Street side of the church.
prepared by landscape architect 
Deke Rowell. Arlen made a cou-
ple of good suggestions. Overall 
he was very positive about the 
whole idea. He would be happy to 
meet with anyone from STA who 
is interested to show us some of 
the proposed plants that are grow-
ing in the Pastoral Garden at the 
Pastoral Center on Middlefield 
Road. He was very happy to lend 
his expertise to our project. Vicki 
is a great gardener and recently 
retired teacher; her interest and 
expertise are most welcome. 
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At the invitation of the Thomas Merton 
Center, Bishop P. J. McGrath of the 
Diocese of San Jose will preside at the 
8:45 a.m. Mass on February 7.   
 

It is hoped that hospitality after this 
February 7th Mass can be held in the 
Thomas House on the main floor, as the 
tenants of the house should be moved 
out by January 31 and construction  
will not likely have started by then. 
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