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istry representatives who gave 
their time and talent in the ser-
vice of the parish on Oct. 11.  
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The STA Site Committee 
kicked off the parish Time 
& Talent season on October 
11 with a garden party that 
continued from 8:00 a.m till 
2:00 p.m.   
 
Representa-
tives from over 
a dozen parish 
ministries and 
affiliated 
groups dis-
played their 
“wares” show-
ing the work of 
Liturgy, RCIA, 
Human Concerns, Commu-
nications, Finance, Building 
and Maintenance, Hispanic 
Ministry, Youth Group, 
Catechetical Ministry, the 
STA Site Committee, and 
the Thomas Merton Center.  
Parishioners responded to 
the lure of fresh Peet’s cof-
fee, fruit juices, Hobee’s 
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signature blueberry coffee cake, 
and a bounty of strawberries, 
grapes and bananas.  Children 
played, grown-ups asked ques-
tions, renewed acquaintances, 
and found out what is needed to 

make our 
parish 
hum. 
 
The net 
result of 
this out-
reach was 
fourteen 
brand new 
people 

signing up to volunteer in 
one ministry or more.  
Throughout the morning, 
an estimated 100 people 
paused and paid attention 
to the work of the parish 
before heading out to their 
Sunday activities   
 
Thank you to all the min-

In November we celebrate All 
Saints (Nov. 1) and All Souls 
Day (Nov. 2). To celebrate 
our own family saints and 
beloved deceased, an Altar of 
Remembrance will be set up 
on November 1 under the 
Mary statue to the left of the 
sanctuary.   
 

Everyone who is so inclined 
is invited to bring  pictures of 
beloved deceased family 
members to place on the altar, 
where they may remain 
throughout the month.  Thus  
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we will join together in the 
Communion of Saints, in-
cluding  those who have 
gone before us as well as 
those who share the pew 
with us. 
 
In past years (see photo), a 
Mexican Day of the Dead 
theme was adopted for the 
Altar of Remembrance.  
This year the focus will be 
on the pictures in a quieter 
setting.  The lives of those 
remembered in pictures 
will enliven the altar. 

 

Photo by Mario Veloro. 

Photo by Mario Veloro 
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The STA Interior Task Force has 
spent the last several weeks working 
on a re-design of the altar steps, with 
a keen eye on improvements that 
will lead to safer use of the altar for 
all ministers. Plans have been drawn 
up.  The suggestions are to make a 
narrower two step rise up to the back 
altar; thereby providing a larger plat-
form for the chair, altar and ambo. 
Art Yeap, a sound engineer from 
NOVO,  met with some committee 
members at the church. He offered 
ideas on improving the sound system 
throughout the church.  He also gave 
the names of churches that his com-
pany has worked on as references. 
More input will be sought from all 
of the musicians and whoever else 
has an interest in this project. 

The task force meets the third 
Wednesday of each month at  St 
Albert the Great community room at  
7:30 p.m. All who are interested are 
encouraged to attend. If you have 
any questions, please contact Judy 
Foley at  judybertchfoley@yahoo.
com, or call 650-322-8650. 
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Stop by the garden next to the church after Mass 
today and browse the gifts brought back from 
Kenya this summer by Margo McAuliffe and Kay 
Williams.  Sponsored by Kenya Help, a non-
profit organization building a secondary school 
for girls in Naivasha, Kenya, located in the parish 
of Fr. Daniel Kiriti, proceeds from the sale of 
shopping bags, purses, jewelry, carved animals, 
and greeting cards will go to finish the construc-
tion of the school and provide tuition support for 
girls whose families cannot pay school fees.  
These items are handmade in Kenya by local 
craftspeople. Also for sale will be the charming 
knitted scarves made by parishioner Gladys Low.  
Go to www.kenyahelp.us for more information. 
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�The Holiday Food Drive kicks off next weekend 
and runs for the rest of November.. Donations of 
non-perishable food items such as soups, peanut 
butter, cereal, tuna, etc., are needed. Pick up a 
reminder card for your wallet and a reusable bag 
(while supplies last) on the way out of church. 
Food donations can be left in the church foyer 
over the coming weeks. The STA youth group 
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Deke Rowell, local landscape con-
tractor and lifelong parishioner, at-
tended the September STA Site Com-
mittee meeting and presented a sche-
matic drawing for a refurbishment of 
garden and sidewalk strip along the 
Homer Street side of the church 
building.  His company would pro-
vide pro bono services, including re-
moval of the existing agapanthus 
plants and preparation of the soil.  A 
work party of parishioners would be 
recruited for the two weekends of 
planting that would be necessary.  
Deke would guide us on the selection 
and purchase of the new plants.  A 
variety of flowering plants, small 
trees and grasses were suggested by 
Deke.  Discussion at the meeting of 
the best hardscape or ground cover 
for the parking strip included an in-
teresting and serious consideration of 
the benefits of artificial grass (eco-
friendly, no upkeep, no water).  The 
committee would appreciate hearing 
from anyone who has had experience 
with such “grass.”  Come to the 
meeting October 28 and share! 

ian Mass to become familiar 
with the keypad, since the burn-
ing of incense has been known to 
trip the alarm. 
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Come to the next sessions of 
“STAs”: Spirituality Tuesday 
Assemblies, 7—8:30 p.m., at St. 
Albert Hospitality Center.   
 

October 27th: Why is the lan-
guage of the Mass changing 
AGAIN? Presenter: Diana Mac-
alintal, Diocese of San Jose. 
 

November 3rd: Rediscovering 
the Mass: its history, its symbol-
ism, its strength to transform. 
See a video on the history of the 
Eucharist and presentations by 
Deacon Carl Bunje and Fr. 
George Aranha. 
 

November 10th: Scripture 
Study and Faith Sharing: Gos-
pel of Luke (preparing for Cycle 
C) and faith sharing on the Sun-
day Gospels, Fr. George Aranha. 
 
 

and St. Vincent de Paul thank you for 
your generous donations! 
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Please bring new or used but clean 
blankets on November 1st for residents 
of the Opportunity Center in Palo Alto. 
The blankets will be collected here at 
STA after every Mass.  This effort is 
sponsored by the Human Concerns 
Committee; for more information con-
tact Terry Atkinson, (650) 714-2131, 
terryatkinson@@yahoo.com. 
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Business manager of STA Parish 
Chuck Tully recently notified the STA 
site committee, liturgists and others that 
the STA fire alarm is now up and run-
ning, with new instructions posted on 
the panel.   
 

These instructions orient users to the 
keypad behind the panel and spell out 
the procedure to follow to alert the Cen-
tral Station Dispatch of the local fire 
department in case of a false alarm. 
Chuck particularly advised the planners 
and congregation of the 12:00 Gregor-


