MESSAGE FROM THE PASTOR
My dear Parish Family,
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Christmas is filled with tenderness and power for
us who believe. There is something so human and
something so divine with Jesus, the Son of God,

becomingahuman beinglikeusin all thingsbut

sin. When we share this tenderness and power

with others, we share Jesus Christ, fully human and fully divine.

Christmas is the glorious celebration of the greatest event of all time: the
birth of the Son of God into our world, He who was victorious over all the
forces of evil — past, present, and future. In these difficult times, there is
something so hopeful about Christmas! Sharethe hopethisChristmag!

Fr. George, Fr. Thierry, Deacon Bunje and all the members of our
Pastoral Staff of St. Thomas Aquinas Parish

CHRISTMAS MASS SCHEDULE T EEERE

Christmas Vigil, Thursday Dec. 24th
4:00 pm OLR-F. Aranha (Family
Mass with pageant - NEW TIME)

Christmas Day, Friday Dec. 25th

7:30 am STA — Fr. Hester

9:00 am SAG-Fr. Aranha

10:30 am OLR-Fr. Geris

10:30 am STA — F. Aranha

12:00 pm STA - Fr. Ramalow
(Gregorian)

6:00 pm SAG—Fr. Aranha (Family
Mass with pageant - NEW TIME)

6:00 pm STA —Msgr Gene Boyle

7:00 pm OLR—Fr. Geris (Spanish)

12:00 midnight STA — F. Geris
(Gregorian)

New Year's Day, January 1st
is NOT a holy day of obligation.
Regular daily Mass schedulein effect.
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FOR THE SICK AND HOMEBOUND — Nicholas Huny, Devin Wahefiell, Mary Harvey, Rita m><

& \

T
L7
}N McAlester, Carson Englhardt, Frankie Briggs, Barbara Franceschi, Norman wope, Mi Gosden, Boblry
Kerigan, Elizabeth Hofstetter, Evaldo Nascirueuto, Fausto Araujo, Joan Copenhagen, A Bisacca, Karen

LeMoine, Sally Sullvan, Harry Browne, Damian Dykema, jemufer Lamb, Nancy Cmvgfmﬂ
FOR THE RECENTLY DECEASED — Geraldine Thalmann, Isabel Mulcahy, Alija Jayne Schemel, Hariett Biggs,
Fr. Charles Macedo, Vivencio Ilao, Betty Streep, Raoul Geeurichx, jzne B’{ahn John Hemdon

Pray For Lists guidelines: - Have permission from the person to be listed. - Go through the Pastoral Home
Ministry to list the names. - Names will be on the list for 3 months and then be removed. - Can request names
to be continued after 3months. Contact the Pastoral Home Ministry 650-494-2496 x22 or fongmt@hotmail.com

Pleasenote our email address:
bulletin@paloaltocatholic.org

E%T%] Our Weekly Offering Year To Date

Bulletin ...... Article Due December6............ $11,08840 | Actua YTD .. $220,357.26
Jn3..... Thu Dec24noon thank you for your continued generosity | Budget YTD.. $229,380.82 | :
Jan 10....Thu Dec31noon Variance........... —393%| :

MASs INTENTIONS BBk

unday, December 20:

9:00am SAG ... Domingo Dizon T
10:30am OLR .. VictoriaD. Ante T
Readings: Mi 5:1-4a; Ps 8o; Heb 10:5-10;
Lk 1:39-45

Monday, December 21: S. Reter Canisius
7:15am STA .... Gerald Schebri & Family T
8:30am OLR.... Agnese Cortopass T
Readings: Sg 2:8-14 or Zep 3:14-184; Lk 1:39-45

Tuesday, December 22:
12:15pm STA ... CharlesBaracchi t
Readings: 1 Sm 1:24-28; Lk 1:46-56

Wednesday, December 23: §. bhn of Kanty
8:30am OLR.... Angelo Baracchi t
12:15am STA ... JaneW. Bahr T

Readings: Mal 3:1-4, 23-24; Lk 1:57-66

Thursday, December 24:
Readings: 2 Sm 7:1-5, 8b-12, 144, 16;
Lk 1:67-79

Friday, December 25:

10:30 am STA ... Anthony Schembri T
Readings: Vigil: Is 62:1-5; Ps 89; Acts 13:16-17,
22-25; Mt 1:1-25 [18-25]

Midnight: Is 9:1-6; Ps 96; Ti 2:11-14; Lk 2:1-14
Dawn: Is 62:11-12; Ps 97; Ti 3:4-7; Lk 2:15-20
Day: Is 52:7-10; Ps 98; Heb 1:1-6; Jn 1:1-18
[1-5,9-14]

Saturday, December 26: . Sephen
5:00 pm SAG.... AmesCesano . T
Readings: Acts 6:8-10; 7:54-59; Mt 10:17-22

7N
Saturday& Sunday December26 & 27,2009
S. Albert the Great

%

St. Thomas Aquinas

Un730am............. Fr. Hester
un845am............. Msgr. Boyle
Un 10:30am............ F. Geris
Unl2noon ............ TBA

Our Lady of the Rosary
JUNn9k00am............. F. Geris



St. Thomas Aquinas Parish

ADVENT RECONCILIATION SERVICE 0 D EEEd
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unday, December 20: Fourth Sunday . Inaddition to our regular opportunities to celebrate the Sacrament of Penance (11:45

of Advent © am. Saturdays at St. Thomas Aquinas, 4:15 p.m. Saturdays at St. Albert the Great), there

12:00pm ....... Church Decorating © aretwo special community celebrations of the Sacrament as we prepare for Christmas:
(OLRH/DC) :

Monday, December 21, 7:30 p.m. Our Lady of the Rosary (bi-lingual)

Monday, December 21: Winter begins The liturgies will consist of singing, Gospel readings, an examination of conscience

7:30pm ........ Medj jeG KC . e e . . o1
Pl edugone r(?up (KS) . and opportunities for individual confessions from our priests. We encourage families
7:30pm ........ Merton Education (SAGH) :
. toattendtogether.
TuesdayDecember 22: —

o SN AN
7:00pm ........ Hispanic Prayer (OLR) : THANK You S |§
7:30pm ........ Human Concerns (OLRH) : . . .

. . © Many thanks to those who displayed their nativity scenes last weekend and to
7:30pm ........ Knights of Columbus o o i ) R
(OLRH) those who visited the exhibit. We had quite a wonderful variety of creches from
- all over the world — France, Egypt, Uganda, Prague, Spain, El Salvador, and Italy
WednesdayDecember 23: : toname just a few. Visitors were amazed at the many materials they were made
10:00am ....... MaintenanceComm. (PC) of — including birch, porcelain, gourds, lava, and even empty toilet paper rolls.
: Thanksto Horence de Bretagne, Elisade Martel, Sandra Dhuey, and Pat Keicher
Thursday December 24: The Vigil of - for putting on this special event!
Christmas :

Friday, December 25: The Nativity of the
Lord (Christmas)

SaturdayDecember 26: Frst day of
Kwanzaa

The Lord Is Near
Brothers and sisters:

Rejoice in the Lord always. TR : £ y
: o " ; L Bira i VL s %

I shall say it again: rejoice!
Your kindness should be known to all.
The Lord is near.

HELp WANTED :
Thehospitality group at OLRis A SAINT VINCENT DE PAUL AR AR AR

looking for someoneto hostthe

coffeesocial hour afterthe 10:30am . Vincent de Paul Christmas Gift Distribution this Coming Week

Massone Sunday amonth. Thisis This Saturday (12/19) about 300 food boxes were delivered to families in East
anidealopportunity forany family ~ :  palo Alto and East Menlo Park Thank you, thank you for your support..financial,
looking for a way to serve our parish spiritual and volunteering. But there is still much work to be done. The packing
where parents and children can work and delivering of Christmas gifts to these 300 families has to be done in the next
together. You will be providing a . threedays

friendly environment for your fellow
parishionersto socialize after mass
Training and detailedinstructions :
provided. Please contact Laura Chiu To help, just show up at the small school located at the far end of the St Francis
at 650-283-6343 or email her at - of Assisi Church parking lot at 1425 Bay Rd. East Palo Alto. For information, call
lauraleechiu@gmailcom. George Chippendal e, 856 6350.

Can you spend a few hours helping pack and deliver toys on Monday, Tuesday and
Wednesday (12/21, 12/22 & 12/23). The hours are between 1 and 6 pm.




December 20, 2009

Saturday, January 16, 2010: Parish Retreat: Year of the Priest

S. Elizabeth Seton School Auditorium at . Albert the
Great Church, Saturday January 16. 8:30 am —5:00 pm. All
parishioners invited. More details to follow.

YEAR OF THE PRIEST: FR. GEORGE ARANHA MG

December 20th is my 34th anniversary as a diocesan priest.

I grew up in Mumbai, India, the gth of 12 children born to
Eric and Cecilia Aranha. Three of my older siblingsdied
when they were very little before I was born, and my oldest
brother, Charles, died at the age of 30, a few months after I
received my cassock at St Pius X Seminary in Mumbai, India.

I attended Holy Name High School in Mumbai and in
1967 joined the local diocesan seminary. After three years of
junior seminary studies, I was selected to study Philosophy
and Theology at the Propagation of Faith University in
Rome, Italy. All my studies there were in Italian and during
summer vacations I took up German and French. In 19751
was ordained a deacon for the diocese of Trier, Germany. I
returned to Mumbai and was ordained a priest on December
20th, 1975.

After working in two parishes and and doing
Communicationsand Mass Media Ministry at the Pastoral
Center of the Archdiocese of Mumbai for 8 years, I came
to the diocese of San Jose in 1983. I have served in four
parishes in the Santa Clara Valley, three of which have been
as Pastor: . Martin of Toursin San Jse, Transfiguration
Catholic Community and presently for the last 71/2 years at
St Thomas Aquinas Parish in Palo Alto.

In 1987 I finished my Master's program in Theology
and Pastoral Liturgy from Santa Clara University. And
in 1991 I got my doctorate from the School of Education
in Counseling Psychology from the University of San
Francisco. For the past 12 years, I have been Chaplain of
Presentation High School in San Jose. I am also the District
Chaplain for the Italian Catholic Federation and about 10
years ago founded 'Infocus', a gathering of Indian Catholic
Families of the Bay Area.

I still love being a priest.

Fr. George




